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that country was exercised by a personal monarch,
the Czar, and his government was overthrown by
the revolution which roused so much sympathy in
democratic countries. At first it appeared that the
democracy had succeeded in obtaining recognition
as being able to interpret and enforce the Common
Weal; and the Russian success in Galicia was
claimed as a proof that the democratic government
was firmly established; but the Extremists asserted
themselves; they were apparently enthusiasts for
personal liberty, who resented not only the govern-
ment of the Czar, but the existence of sovereignty
of any kind. In the army there was an entire col-
lapse of discipline, which seems to have been directly
due to a disregard of the Common Weal and a
determination on the part of many of the soldiers
to lose no chance of indulging their land hunger.
Whether it may be possible to induce these ' indi-
viduities' to act for the Common Weal remains to
be seen; but it is certain that, for the present, there
has been a terrible set back for national indepen-
dence and the opportunities of national develop-
ment, while at the same time numbers of men are
likely to be disillusioned as to the benefit which
comes to individuals from the diffusion of anarchy.
The men, whether in German pay or not, who
turned the revolution in government into an attack
on national sovereignty, have much to answer for,
both as regards the welfare of their country and the
benefit of the individuals who followed them.